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Christopher Melchert examines the forefather of the fourth of the four principal Sunni schools of

jurisprudence, the Hanbali. Upholding the view that the Qur'an was uncreated and the direct word of

God, Ahmad ibn Hanbal (780-855) thought that the holy text should be read literally, rejecting any

possibility for metaphorical or revisionist interpretation. Melchert assesses the importance of ibn

Hanbal's teachings and analyses their relevance in modern Sunni Islam.
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I cannot come away from reading this book without feeling a deep sense of respect for Ahmad ibn

Hanbal, and I am not one who subscribes to the rigid proclamations of people who follow the school

of thought that eventually took him as its founder.Melchert does a wonderful job of conveying the

inner tensions that defined Ahmad's life. Ultimately, Ahmad was a "melancholy figure", one - like

any individual - who had his inner contradictions and ambivalences. He led a very austere life, yet

did not advocate people to be 'spiritual athletes', testing their endurance with lengthy feats of denial.

He advocated for a hadith-based religion, which ultimately triumphed, but he was not above using

reason if it suited his ultimate project, although times he did it grudgingly and discreetly.The book is

short and a great read, with the last few chapters particularly most meaningful. His occasion

'digressions' that discuss modern analogies and comparisons with Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy,

Protestantism, and modern Islamists were helpful. The chapter on hadith is somewhat technical, but

doesn't detract from the overall thrust of the book. Melchert certainly has an affection for his subject,



which he acknowledges and explains in his Conclusion. My one major criticism is that there was not

enough referencing, for those who would like to explore more on the subject.For those who come to

this book to refute the constant assertions that Ahmad was a rigid jurisprudent who is a precursor to

modern Islamism, you will be richly rewarded. Fundamentalists, beware.

Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Makers of the Muslim World) Ahmad Ibn Ata'Illah (El Libro de la SabidurÃa)

(Spanish Edition) Ghazali: The Revival of Islam (Makers of the Muslim World) Threading My Prayer

Rug: One Woman's Journey from Pakistani Muslim to American Muslim The Love Poems of Ahmad

Shamlu On The Path Of The Prophet: Shaykh Ahmad Tijani and the Tariqa Muhammadiyya Ahmad

Makes Adhaan (Mini Mu'min Du'a Series) Hold You Down 2: Ahmad and Pia's Story 28 June:

Sarajevo 1914 - Versailles 1919: The War and Peace That Made the Modern World (The Makers of

the Modern World) Ibn Fadlan and the Land of Darkness: Arab Travellers in the Far North (Penguin

Classics) Ibn Gabirol. El poeta que huyÃ³ de Al-Ã•ndalus (Spanish Edition) Stations Of Desire: Love

Elegies From Ibn 'Arabi And New Poems (Ibis Editions) Theatre From Medieval Cairo: The Ibn

Daniyal Trilogy (Martin E. Segal Theatre Center Publications) Hunayn Ibn Ishaq on His Galen

Translations (Eastern Christian Texts) Kitab e Sulaym ibn Qays Al-Hilali Imaginal Worlds: Ibn

al-'Arabi and the Problem of Religious Diversity (Suny Series, Islam) An Ocean Without Shore: Ibn

Arabi, The Book, And The Law Sanctity and Mysticism in Medieval Egypt: The Wafa Sufi Order and

the Legacy of Ibn 'Arabi (Suny Series in Islam) (Multilingual Edition) Ibn Rajab's Refutation of Those

Who Do Not Follow The Four Schools Muhammad Ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab: The Man and his Works

(Library of Middle East History) 

http://orleanswer.com/en-us/read-book/LJBql/ahmad-ibn-hanbal-makers-of-the-muslim-world.pdf?r=yD63dvzvMbYQQvD1YHKJoiWAQk9v8Og4qxAJu6tfNJQ%3D
http://orleanswer.com/en-us/dmca

